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At first, I didn't notice what a noise
The weddings made
Each station that we stopped at: sun
destroys
The interest of what's happening in the
shade,
And down the long cool platforms whoops
and skirls
I took for porters larking with the mails,
And went on reading. (11.21-27)
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Thought of the others they would never
meet
Or how their lives would all contain this
hour. (11.66-68)
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The women shared
The secret like a happy funeral;
While girls, gripping their handbags tighter,
stared
At a religious wounding. (11. 52-55)
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There [London] we were aimed. And as we
raced across
Bright knots of rail

Past standing Pullmans, walls of
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blackened moss

Came close, and it was nearly done, this
frail

Travelling coincidence; and what it held

Stood ready to be loosed with all the
power

That being changed can give. We slowed
again,

And as the tightened brakes took hold,
there swelled

A sense of falling, like an arrow-shower

Sent out of sight, somewhere becoming

rain. (1. 71-80)
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Original Paper

A Note on Philip Larkin’s “The Whitsun Weddings” : Transfigurative Time

Naoya OTA"

Abstract:

In “The Whitsun Weddings”, Philip Larkin describes the scenery and people he saw inside and outside of the train
heading to London from Hull. The poet describes things as they are but dares not express his thoughts and ideas
vociferously with some exceptions of allusive words.

Despite its superficial readability, this poem is intricate because three themes — isolation, marriage, and society —
are mingling throughout. Until today, critics have mainly paid attention to juxtapositions, such as a local city (Hull)/
the Capital (London), dark / light, nature / industrialization, the single / the married, seen in this poem and tried to
clarify that the main theme of this piece is marriage. But they have not addressed the meaning of the last four lines of
the poem.

This paper offers another way of reading regarding ‘Time (which urges transfiguration of people and society)’ as
the main theme of this poem, and removes ambiguity of the final lines. This way of reading must be affirmed if we
consider the fact that this poem was written based on Larkins journeys made in the middle of the 1950’s, not long after

the end of the Second World War.

Key Words: England, society, transfiguration, time
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