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Report

The Significance of a University Library as an Environment
Supporting Students’ Pride
-Focusing on a Collection of Books on Plant Taxonomy and Social Identity-

Hitoshi YOSHIMURA'", Seiji MORIHARA?

Abstract: This study discusses the significance of a university library that helps students feel pride in studying at their
university, which holds association with certain celebrities’ achievements and the school institutional history.
Particularly, we focused on a collection of books on plant taxonomy and social identity. Dr. Tomitaro Makino, who
has been called “Father of Japanese Botany”, belonged to Kochi Prefecture, where Kochi Gakuen University and
Kochi Gakuen College (hereinafter, referred to as “the Universities”) are located. There are some books on plant
taxonomy, written by two honorary professors at the university library. They had been directly or indirectly
influenced by Dr. Makino’s thought or attitudes in their process of researching for the books. Then, according to
social identity theory, we guessed that the students also might feel that their universities are associated with Dr.
Makino’s achievements if they understand his history, in the books written by the honorary professors. As a result,
they would be able to feel pride in studying at the Universities. Therefore, it seems reasonable to say that a library,
offering topics for publication of collection of books, is meaningful, with respect to the contribution in making

students’ school life fulfilling.

Key Words: university library, pride, Tomitaro Makino, plant taxonomy, social identity
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