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The Influence Sociometric Status on Young Children's Attribution to
Others' Intentions concerning Positive Situations

Hitoshi YOSHIMURA!*

Abstract: This study examined the relationship between young children's sociometric status and their attribution to
others' intentions concerning positive situations where people feel happy. Participants in this study were 69
kindergarteners (26 4-year-olds, and 43 5-year-olds). The research was conducted using face-to-face interviews, and
the following significant results were obtained: 5-year-old girls' scores of attribution to others' intentions were higher
than 4-year-old girls' scores in the sociometric status H group. This result indicated that 5-year-old girls, who were
chosen for activities by their peers, more correctly identified others' intentions in the process of pleasing their peers
than 4-year-old girls. However, boys' scores in the H group were not significantly different according to their grades.
In addition, the scores in both the M and L groups were not significantly different according to their grades or sex.
Therefore, the development of peer relations and sex differences may significantly influence cognition developments

in the matter of attribution to others' intentions among young children.
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