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The Relationships between Children’s Self-assertion and
Their Understanding of Wrong Beliefs in Early Childhood

Hitoshi YOSHIMURA*

Abstract: The present study examines whether children’s self-assertion affects their understanding of wrong
beliefs in early childhood, and whether the relationships are influenced by their grade and sex. Participants
were 61 kindergarteners (30 4-year old and 31 5-year old children). The researches were conducted by
methods of interview, and the following significant results were obtained: 4-year old children whose self-
assertion scores were lower understood other children’s wrong beliefs more correctly than children whose
self-assertion scores were higher. On the other hand, 5-year old children’s wrong beliefs scores were not sig-
nificantly different according to their self-assertion. Consequently, it seems reasonable to conclude that the de-
velopment of 4-year old children’s self-assertion also has a connection with other factors, for example self-

control, and has a great influence on their understanding of wrong beliefs in early childhood.
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