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The Relations between Children’s Morality and
Their Objective Understanding of Conditions in Early Childhood

Hitoshi YOSHIMURAL”

Abstract: The present study examines whether the children’s morality affects their objective understanding of
conditions in early childhood, and whether the relations are influenced by their sex or grade. The morality with
respect to the judgment of right and wrong was classified by the judgment on the basis of a child’s intention or
results of the damage. In addition, the objective understanding of conditions was constructed by their own
false belief, other children’s belief, and others’ desire. Participants were 77 kindergarteners (44 4-year old and
33 5-year old children). The researches were conducted by methods of interview, and the following significant
results were obtained: 4-year old girls, who judged on the basis of the intention, attributed to other children’s
desire more maliciously than 4-year old girls who judged on the basis of results. On the other hand, 5-year old
children’s, or 4-year old boys’ desire scores were not significantly different according to their morality.
Moreover, the false belief and the belief scores were not significantly different according to the morality. Con-
sequently, it seems reasonable to conclude that the development of 4-year old girls’ morality has a great influ-

ence on their understanding of the other children’s desire in early childhood.
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