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Report

The present clinical test in drawing blood from earlobe, and an
inspection it more secure and effective methods.

Atsuko MAEDAY", Eiji TAKAOKAZ?, and Kazuhiko TAKECHI®

Abstract: Drawing blood from ear lobe is the first step in the clinical tests, but its processes should be paid
much attensions and need extensive training for the laboratory medical technologist, since the clinical test us-
ing the puncture needle often causes of serious problems accidentally to infect the technologist with virus,
(Notices on the Securities in Drawing Blood; Announced by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, March 2010).

In this report, questionnaires about drowing blood from the earlobe on 85 medical facilities have newly been
conducted. 70% of the medical facilities enforced the test, while the numbers of blood-test commission has a
drift of decrease. The survey in fact indicates that drawing blood from the ear lobe always accompanies a high
risk inevitable to cause virus infection in nature whenever the needle accidentally pierces the ear lobe.

In this report, a secure and effective method in drawing blood has also been inspected for 41 persons as
subjects, using the alcohol-absorbent cotton in the other side of the ear-lobe. Bleeding period (Duke’s method)
and the size of ecchymoses were subsequently analyzed, the result of which indicates that the present method

in blood-test is much better in security and effects than that performed so far.
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