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The effects of computers for English learners in a junior college

Fumikazu Niinuma®

Abstract

In this paper, I report the psychological and educational effects of computers in an English class in
a junior college. The author used a questionnaire in order to evaluate how the students who studied
English in a junior college changed their attitude toward English. The result of the questionnaire
showed that they changed the way of thinking toward English in a good way. As for the educational
effects, the author used the Minimal English Test (see Maki, Wasada, and Hashimoto (2003)) and
analyzed the test scores statistically. The statistical analysis showed that their English-listening ability
is significantly changed. This clearly indicates that computers are one of the good tools to improve
the students’ attitude toward English.
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(Please fill an English word with 4 letters or less into each blank spot, while
listening to the CD.)

1

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

. The majority of people have at least one pet at ( ) time in their
( ).

. Sometimes the relationship between a pet ( ) or cat and its owner
is ( ) close

. that ( ) begin to resemble ( ) other in their appearance and
behavior.

. Onthe other ( ), owners of unusual pets ( ) as tigersor
snakes

. sometimes ( ) to protect themselves ( ) their own pets.

. Thirty years ( ) the idea of an inanimate ( ) first arose.

. This was the pet ( ), which became a craze ( ) the United
States and

. spread ( ) other countries as ( ).

. People ( ) large sums of money for ordinary rocks and assigned
( ) Nnames.

. They tied a leash around the rock and pulled ( ) down the street
just ( ) ados.

. The rock owners ( ) talked ( ) their pet rocks.

. Now ( ) we have entered the computer age, ( ) have virtual
pets.
The Japanese Tamagotchi-——( ) imaginary chicken ( )=
( ) the precursor of ( ) virtual pets.
Now there ( ) an ever-increasing number of such virtual ( )
which mostly young people are adopting ( ) their ( ).
And ( ) your virtual pet ( ),
you ( ) reserve a permanent resting place ( ) the Internet in
a virtual pet cemetery.
Sports are big business. Whereas Babe Ruth, the ( ) famous
athlete of ( ) day,
was well-known ( ) earning as ( ) as the President of the

United States, the average
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salary ( ) today’s professional baseball player is ( ) times
that of the President.

( ) a handful of sports superstars earn 100 times ( ) through
their contracts

( ) manufacturers of clothing, ( ), and sports eauipment.
But every generation produces ( ) or two legendary athletes

( ) rewrite

the record books, and whose ability and achievements ( ) remem-
bered ( ) generations.

( ) the current generation Tiger Woods and Michael Jordan are
two ( ) legendary

figures, ( ) of whom ( ) achieved almost mythical status.
The ( ) that alarge number of professional athletes ( )
huge incomes

has ( ) toincreased competition throughout ( ) sports
world.

Parents ( ) their children to sports training camps ( ) an
early age.

Such ( ) typically practice three to ( ) hours a day,

( ) weekend ( ) during their school vacations

inorder ( ) better their chances of eventually obtaining ( )
well-paid position

on a professional ( ) when they grow ( ).

As for the ( ) young aspirants who do ( ) succeed,

one wonders if they ( ) regret having ( ) their childhood.



