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Abstract

The amount of wasabi under commercial cultivation in Kochi prefecture has been
declining since its peak in 1976. The main reasons for this have been linked to low-
er wholesale prices, advanced age of farmers and a decreasing population of wasabi
farmers in the area. Currently, the majority of wasabi become non-commercially. As
a result, the field has been dilapidated.

We are now investigating the pungency levels of non wasabi-cultivated in dilapi-
date fields every month in order to better understand the effects of weather and
temperature (air and water) on its fluctuations. Our study suggests there is a strong
connection between water temperature and pungency levels, in previous research, da-
ta have been collected regarding the pungency levels within the leaf, stalk and
rhizome of the wasabi plants; However, our data also include information based on the
bud and seeds of the wasabi plants. Furthermore, our research detect a possible
connection between the bud seeds and origin rhizome to the pungency levels found in
the other areas of the wasabi plants.
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10 25.0 12.5 25.5 12.5 19.5 15.0 8.0 15.0
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