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Report

Changes in the Entrance Examination and Students’ Musical Expression
Skills in the Department of Early Childhood Education and Care

Naoyuki NAKAYAMA'*

Abstract: Since my appointment in 2021, the entrance examination for the Department of Early Childhood Care
and Education has been revised to reflect changes in social conditions and educational policies. Particular attention
has been given to performance examinations in musical expression, which have been redesigned to accommodate
applicants’ diverse musical backgrounds while assessing the foundational competencies required of childcare
professionals. Although a free-choice system for musical expression was introduced in 2022, the policy shifted in
2024 to prioritize post-enrollment instructional support rather than pre-admission performance testing. This study
outlines these changes, analyzes students’ musical backgrounds and learning tendencies, and reports on efforts
to enhance instructional practices. It also discusses future directions for musical expression education and its

pedagogical significance in preparing early childhood educators.

Key Words: entrance examination, musical expression, piano performance, vocal performance, singing with self-

accompaniment

! Kochi Gakuen College, Department of Early Childhood Education and Care, *Email: nnakayama@kochi-gu.ac.jp

—125—






