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Report Paper

A study on the historical development of the five core areas of childcare
education
—PFocusing on the "environment' as the main theme—

Yoshiharu OKAZAKI"*

Abstract: This article explores the evolution of fundamental childcare in preschools, kindergartens, and certified
childcare facilities in Japan, from its origins in the Meiji era (1868-1912) to the present. It provides an overview
of specific revisions and amendments, as well as changes and developments resulting from the expansion and
diversification of the childcare system. In particular, it explores the concept of "environment" within childcare
education, tracing its development over approximately half a century from the provisional regulations for Japan's
first kindergarten (affiliated with Tokyo Women's Normal School, 1876) to the Kindergarten Ordinance (1926).
The results show that, while the current concept of “environment” written by Aoyama (2018) encompasses both the
environment as a teaching method (created by educators) and the environment as an experiential element (children’s
interaction with their surroundings), the latter approach tends to be adopted. Furthermore, a detailed examination

reveals that many similar concepts existed throughout the evolution of childcare education.

Key Words: fundamental childcare, environment, history, system, childcare facilities (kindergartens, nursery schools,

certified childcare centers)
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