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Review paper

The Professional Picture Book Specialist Training Course
Develops the Expertise of Childcare Workers
—Consideration of Educational Significance Based on Research Review—

Ryo DATE'*

Abstract: This study aimed to clarify the educational significance of Certified Picture Book Specialist training
courses offered at childcare professional training institutions, including childcare worker and kindergarten
teacher training schools, through a comprehensive review of prior research. The findings show that students
aspiring to become childcare professionals can acquire three major competencies through these certification
courses: (1) technical childcare skills developed through understanding children’s developmental stages and
learning to select and use picture books appropriately; (2) expressive skills cultivated through practicing effective
reading and storytelling techniques that stimulate children’s imagination and emotional expression; and (3)
communication skills necessary for conducting picture book activities collaboratively with parents, colleagues,
and communities. Picture books are deeply connected to children’s overall development and play an essential role
in fostering linguistic abilities, creativity, and empathy during early childhood. They are explicitly positioned as a
means of “communication through words” in both the Guidelines for Nursery School Care and the Kindergarten
Education Curriculum Guidelines, highlighting their importance in early childhood education. Moreover, obtaining
the Certified Picture Book Specialist qualification not only enhances students’ professionalism and confidence
as future childcare workers but also contributes to their individual career development by deepening their
understanding of the educational and cultural value of picture books. Further, this qualification can promote
literacy and community engagement by fostering cooperation among families, libraries, and local educational
institutions. Future research should focus on accumulating empirical evidence to verify the effectiveness of these
training courses from the perspectives of students, practicing childcare professionals, and children in actual

educational settings.

Key Words: the professional picture book specialist , childcare worker training school , picture books , expertise of childcare
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