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Original Paper

The Structural Role of Local Governments In the
Kindergarten-to-Elementary Transition Policy
—An Evaluation of the Kindergarten-to-Elementary Transition
Program in Kochi Prefecture—

Fumihito YAMASHITA'*

Abstract: The Kochi Prefectural Board of Education implemented initiatives to strengthen the connection between
early childhood and primary education, centered on the Haruno-Higashi Elementary School district, as part of
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’s model project for the “Bridging Program
between Preschool and Primary School.” A defining feature of this program is that local governments serve not
merely as supporters but as central actors in designing and managing the transitional framework. By setting regional
educational goals, establishing collaborative systems among preschools, schools, and families, and promoting
training and information sharing, the program ensures continuity in children’s learning. The case of Kochi Prefecture
highlights the potential of local governments to mediate between national policy and local practice, thereby
enhancing the quality of community-based education. These findings provide valuable implications for the future

development of educational policy.

Key Words: ECEC-Primary School Transition, The "Kakehashi" (Bridge) Program,Institutional Design by Boards of

Education,Community-led Education Policy
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