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Report Paper

Thoughts of Families on School Attendance of Children who Require Constant
Medical Assistance: A Literature Review

Ayu TERAOKA', and Chie YANO*"

Abstract: The thoughts of families on school attendance of children requiring constant medical assistance were
examined based on previous literature, with the goal of understanding the assistance needed for these children to have
a desirable and safe school life. A total of 203 papers were identified in the Igaku Chuo Zasshi Web (ver. 5) using the

]

keywords “medical assistance” and “school attendance,” and 7 of these papers were selected for analysis. Ten
categories and 30 subcategories were extracted for the thoughts of families on school attendance of children requiring
constant medical assistance. The families felt [frustration and lack of understanding] during discussions with the
school and administrators and [fatigue, anxiety and frustration during school attendance] after starting school.
Simultaneously, the families felt [pleasure obtained from the child’s school attendance] and [gratitude for assistance
and connections]. Furthermore, the families felt [hope as a family for a fulfilling life] from the child’s adaptation to
school life and stable health. School attendance is not a goal for children who require constant medical assistance and

their family, and various problems and anxieties continue during school attendance. Concerns for the thoughts of

families and continued assistance through multidisciplinary care are still required after graduation.

Key Words: Children Requiring Constant Medical Assistance, School Attendance, Thoughts of Families, Assistance
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