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Report Paper

Survey on Views on Cancer and Health among Adolescents and Young Adults:
Focus on Generation A

Asato INOUEI, and Chie YANO?*"

Abstract: The aim of the study is to examine perspectives on cancer and health among high school and university
students and to obtain suggestions for enhancement of cancer education targeting adolescents and young adults
(generation AY A), and especially generation A. A web questionnaire was targeted to 1,388 high school and university
students and answers were obtained from 347 students (response rate: 25.0%). More than half of the respondents were
aware of health issues and were interested in health information. However, the answers revealed limited knowledge
about cancer, no sense of personal involvement with cancer, and a negative image of cancer. Reasons for not going for
check-ups or hospital visits included being too busy, overconfidence in bodies and health, and negative images of
hospitals and check-ups. Measures that might promote medical consultations included lectures by related persons or
professionals, provision of concrete information related to medical consultations and check-ups, and encouragement
by others. The study suggests that experiential learning, involvement of cancer survivors, and learning from peers

may be useful in cancer education targeting generation A.

Key Words: Adolescents and Young Adults(AYA), generation A, cancer, health awareness, cancer education
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